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UNIVERSITY  LAW 

Laws  of  New  York ,  1892,  ch.  378 

AN  ACT  to  revise  and  consolidate  the  laws  relating  to  the  University 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Approved  by  the  Governor  April  27,  1892.  Passed,  three  fifths  being  present. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York ,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows : 


§  1  Short  title. 

2  Definitions. 

3  Corporate  name  and  objects. 

4  Regents. 

5  Officers. 

6  Meetings  and  absences. 

7  Quorum  and  executive  committee. 

8  Authority  of  regents  to  take  testi¬ 

mony. 

9  Ordinances  and  rules. 

10  Departments  and  theirgovernment. 

11  General  examinations,  credentials 

and  degrees. 

12  Academic  examinations. 

13  Admission  and  fees. 

14  Extension  of  educational  facilities. 

15  State  library;  how  constituted. 

16  Manuscripts  and  records  “  on  file.  ” 

17  Use. 

18  Book  appropriations. 

19  Duplicate  department. 

20  Transfers  from  state  officers. 

21  Other  libraries  owned  by  the  state. 

22  State  museum;  how  constituted. 

23  Collections  made  by  the  staff. 

24  Institutions  in  the  University. 

25  Visitation  and  reports. 

26  Apportionment  of  state  money. 

27  Charters. 

28  Provisional  charters. 

29  Change  of  name  or  charter. 

30  Dissolution  and  rechartering. 

31  Suspension  of  operations. 

32  Conditions  of  incorporation. 

33  Prohibitions. 

34  Powers  of  trustees  of  institutions 

in  the  University. 


1  Number  and  quorum. 

2  Executive  committee. 

3  Meetings  and  seniority. 

4  Vacancies  and  elections. 

5  Property  holding. 

6  Control  of  property0 

7  Officers  md  employees. 

8  Removals  and  suspensions, 

9  Degrees  and  credentials. 

10  Rules. 

§  35  Public  and  free  libraries  and 
museums. 

36  Establishment. 

37  Subsidies. 

38  Taxes. 

39  Trustees. 

40  Incorporation. 

41  Reports. 

42  Use. 

43  Injuries  of  property. 

44  Detention. 

45  Transfer  of  libraries. 

46  Local  neglect. 

47  Loans  of  books  from  the  state. 

48  Advice  and  instruction  from  state 

library  officers. 

49  Use  of  fees  and  fines. 

50  Apportionment  of  public  library 

money. 

51  Abolition. 

52  Laws  repealed. 

53  Saving  clause. 

54  Construction. 

55  To  take  effect. 

Schedule  of  laws  repealed. 


§  1  Short  title.  This  chapter  shall  be  known  as  the  University 
law. 

§  2  Definitions.  As  used  in  this  chapter, 

1  Academies  are  incorporated  schools  for  instruction  in  higher 
branches  of  education,  but  not  authorized  to  confer  degrees,  and  such 
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high  schools,  academic  departments  in  union  schools  and  similar  un¬ 
incorporated  schools  as  are  admitted  by  the  regents  to  the  University 
as  of  academic  grade. 

2  The  term  college  includes  universities  and  other  institutions  for  college, 
higher  education  authorized  to  confer  degrees. 

3  University  means  University  of  the  State  of  New  York.  University. 

4  Regents  means  board  of  regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  Regents. 
New  York. 

5  State  superintendent  means  state  superintendent  of  public  instruc-  state  sup% 
tion. 

6  Higher  education  means  education  in  advance  of  common  ele-  Higher 
mentary  branches,  and  includes  the  work  of  academies,  colleges,  uni-  educatlon* 
versities,  professional  and  technical  schools  and  educational  work  con¬ 
nected  with  libraries,  museums,  university  extension  courses  and  similar 
agencies. 

7  The  term  trustees  includes  directors,  managers,  or  other  similar  Trustees, 
members  of  the  governing  board  of  an  educational  institution. 

§  3  Corporate  name  and  objects.  The  corporation  created  in  To  pro- 
17  84  under  the  name  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York  shall  continue  and  be  known  as  University  of  the  State  of  New  education; 
York.  Its  objects  shall  be  to  encourage  and  promote  higher  education,  stftution^" 
to  visit  and  inspect  its  several  institutions  and  departments,  to  distribute  p^^ty* 
to  or  expend  or  administer  for  them  such  property  and  funds  as  the  state  and  funds, 
may  appropriate  therefor  or  as  the  University  may  own  or  hold  in  trust 
or  otherwise,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  intrusted  to  it. 

§  4  Regents.  The  University  shall  be  governed  and  all  its  corpo-  Governed 
rate  powers  exercised  by  19  elective  regents,  and  by  the  governor,  re¬ 
lieutenant-governor,  secretary  of  state,  and  superintendent  of  public 
instruction,  who  shall  be  ex  officio  regents.  In  case  of  the  death,  resig-  Mode  of 
nation,  refusal  to  act  or  removal  from  the  state,  of  any  elective  regent,  electing, 
his  successor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  legislature  in  the  manner  provided 
by  law  for  the  election  of  senators  in  congress,  except  that  the  election 
may  take  place  at  such  time  during  the  session  of  the  legislature  as  it 
may  determine.  No  person  shall  be  at  the  same  time  an  elective  regent  Non-eiigi- 
of  the  University  and  a  trustee,  president,  principal,  or  any  other  officer  bility- 
of  any  institution  belonging  to  the  University. 

§  5  Officers.  The  elective  officers  of  the  University  shall  be  a  chan-  Elective 
cellor  and  a  vice-chancellor  who  shall  serve  without  salary,  a  secretary,  choserfby 
and  such  other  officers  as  are  deemed  necessary  by  the  regents,  all  of  whom 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  the  regents  and  shall  hold  office  during  office, 
their  pleasure;  but  no  election,  removal  or  change  of  salary  of  an  elect¬ 
ive  officer  shall  be  made  by  less  than  10  votes  in  favor  thereof.  Each  Regents 
regent  and  each  elective  officer  shall,  before  entering  on  his  duties,  musttak?3 
take  and  file  with  the  secretary  of  state  the  oath  of  office  required  of  oath  of 
state  officers.  office‘ 

The  chancellor  shall  preside  at  all  Convocations  and  at  all  meetings  Duties  of 
of  the  regents,  confer  all  degrees  which  they  shall  authorize,  and  fix  the  Jf^S?0D 
time  and  place  of  all  special  meetings.  In  his  absence  or  inability  to  chancellor 
act,  the  vice-chancellor,  or  if  he  be  also  absent,  the  senior  regent  present  regent”101 
shall  perform  all  the  duties  and  have  all  the  powers  of  the  chancellor. 

The  secretary  shall  be  responsible  for  the  safe-keeping  and  proper  use  ofsecro- 
of  the  University  seal  and  of  the  books,  records,  and  other  property  in  tary* 
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charge  of  the  regents,  and  for  the  proper  administration  and  discipline 
of  its  various  offices  and  departments,  and  shall  give  an  undertaking  to 
be  approved  by  and  filed  with  the  state  controller,  in  the  sum  of 
$10,000  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  may  appoint,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  chancellor,  a  deputy  to  exercise  tempo¬ 
rarily  any  specified  powers  of  the  secretary  in  his  absence. 

§  6  Meetings  and  absences.  In  addition  to  the  annual  meetings 
for  which  the  time  and  place  shall  be  fixed  by  ordinance  of  the  regents, 
the  chancellor  shall  call  a  meeting  as  often  as  the  business  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  shall  require,  or  on  written  request  of  any  five  regents;  and  at 
least  io  days’  notice  of  every  meeting  shall  be  mailed  to  the  usual 
address  of  each  regent.  If  any  regent  shall  fail  to  attend  three  consec¬ 
utive  meetings,  without  written  excuse  accepted  as  satisfactory  by  the 
regents  not  later  than  the  third  consecutive  meeting  from  which  he  has 
been  absent,  he  shall  be  deemed  to  have  resigned,  and  the  regents  shall 
promptly  report  the  vacancy  to  the  legislature,  which  shall  fill  it  as 
provided  in  §  4. 

§  7  Quorum  and  executive  committee.  Ten  regents  attending 
shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business,  but  the  regents  may 
elect  an  executive  committee  of  not  less  than  seven,  which,  in  the  inter¬ 
vals  between  their  meetings,  may  transact  such  business  of  the  regents 
as  they  may  authorize,  except  to  grant,  alter,  suspend  or  revoke  char¬ 
ters,  or  to  grant  honorary  degrees. 

g  8  Authority  of  regents  to  take  testimony.  The  regents,  or 
any  committee  thereof,  may  take  testimony  or  hear  proofs  in  any  man¬ 
ner  relating  to  their  official  duties,  or  in  any  matter  which  they  may 
lawfully  investigate. 

§  9  By-laws,  ordinances  and  rules.  The  regents  may  as  they 

deem  advisable  in  conformity  to  law,  make,  alter,  suspend  or  repeal  any 
by-laws,  ordinances,  rules  and  resolutions  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
trusts  reposed  in  them.  No  by-law,  ordinance  or  rule  by  which  more 
than  a  majority  vote  shall  be  required  for  any  specified  action  by  the 
regents  shall  be  amended,  suspended  or  repealed  by  a  smaller  vote  than 
that  required  for  action  thereunder. 

§  10  Departments  and  their  governments.  The  state  library 
and  state  museum  shall  be  departments  of  the  University,  and  the  re¬ 
gents  may  establish  such  other  departments  as  they  deem  necessary  to 
discharge  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  law.  All  University  depart¬ 
ments  shall  be  under  exclusive  control  of  the  regents  who  shall  have 
all  powers  of  trustees  thereof,  including  authority  to  appoint  all  needed 
officers  and  employees;  to  fix  their  titles,  duties,  salaries  and  terms  of 
service;  to  make  all  needed  regulations;  and  to  buy,  sell,  exchange  or 
receive  by  will,  gift  or  on  deposit,  articles  or  collections  properly  per¬ 
taining  thereto;  to  maintain  lectures  connected  with  higher  education 
in  this  state,  and  to  lend  to  or  deposit  permanently  with  other  institu¬ 
tions  books,  specimens  or  other  articles  in  their  custody  which,  because 
of  being  duplicates  or  for  other  reasons,  will  in  the  judgment  of  the 
regents  be  more  useful  in  said  institutions  than  if  retained  in  the  original 
collections  at  Albany. 

§  11  General  examinations,  credentials  and  degrees.  The 

regents  may  confer  by  diploma  under  their  seal  such  honorary  degrees 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  may  establish  examinations  as  to  attain- 
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branches. 


ments  in  learning,  and  may  award  and  confer  suitable 
diplomas  and  degrees  on  persons  who  satisfactorily  meet  the 
ments  prescribed. 

§  12  Academic  examinations.  The  regents  shall  establish  in  the  standards 
academies  of  the  University,  examinations  in  studies  furnishing  a  suita-  denfi?" 
ble  standard  of  graduation  from  academies  and  of  admission  to  colleges,  gradua^ 
and  certificates  or  diplomas  shall  be  conferred  by  the  regents  on  students  college  ad- 
who  satisfactorily  pass  such  examinations.  mission. 

§  13  Admission  and  fees.  Any  person  shall  be  admitted  to  these  £}ipent° 
examinations  who  shall  conform  to  the  rules  and  pay  the  fees  prescribed  Feeg 
by  the  regents,  and  said  fees  shall  not  exceed  one  dollar  for  each  aca-  over  $x  for 
demic  branch,  or  five  dollars  for  each  higher  branch  in  which  the  can-  and^sfor 
didate  is  examined;  and  all  fees  received  may  be  used  by  the  regents  higher 
for  expenses  of  examinations. 

§  14  Extension  of  educational  facilities.  The  regents  may  co-  mafTo1- 
operate  with  other  agencies  in  bringing  within  the  reach  of  the  people  operate  in 
at  large  increased  educational  opportunities  and  facilities,  by  stimu-  extensfon7 
lating  interest,  recommending  methods,  designating  suitable  teachers 
and  lecturers,  lending  necessary  books  and  apparatus,  conducting  ex-  Spay01 
aminations  and  granting  credentials  and  otherwise  aiding  such  work,  tocaiex- 
No  money  appropriated  by  the  state  for  this  work  shall  be  expended  in  teachers’ 
paying  for  services  or  expenses  of  teachers  or  lecturers.  fees' 

§15  State  library,  how  constituted.  All  books,  pamphlets, 
manuscripts,  records,  archives  and  maps,  and  all  other  property  ap-  property 
propriate  to  a  general  library,  if  owned  by  the  state  and  not  placed  in  §5£e°f 
other  custody  by  law,  shall  be  in  charge  of  the  regents  and  constitute  library;  ex- 
the  state  library.  ceptions. 

§16  Manuscripts  and  records  “on  file.’*  Manuscript  orMs^and 
printed  papers  of  the  legislature,  usually  termed  “on  file,’’  and  which  more  than 
shall  have  been  on  file  more  than  five  years  in  custody  of  the  senate  and 
assembly  clerks,  and  all  public  records  of  the  state  not  placed  in  other  are  part  of 
custody  by  a  specific  law  shall  be  part  of  the  state  library  and  shall  be  brary.1 
kept  in  rooms  assigned  and  suitably  arranged  for  that  purpose  by  the 
trustees  of  the  capitol.  The  regents  shall  cause  such  papers  and  rec-  To  be  made 
ords  to  be  so  classified  and  arranged  that  they  can  be  easily  found.  No  JJ5$Jble 
paper  or  record  shall  be  removed  from  such  files  except  on  a  resolution 
of  the  senate  and  assembly  withdrawing  them  for  a  temporary  purpose,  movedre~ 
and  in  case  of  such  removal  a  description  of  the  paper  or  record  and  °g,Jjte7nd 
the  name  of  the  person  removing  the  same  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  assembly 
provided  for  that  purpose,  with  the  date  of  its  delivery  and  return.  resolution. 

§  17  Use.  The  state  library  shall  be  kept  open  not  less  than  eight  Library  to 
hours  every  week  day  in  the  year,  and  members  of  the  legislature,  ate least" 
judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  and  heads  daUyrs 
of  state  departments  may  borrow  from  the  library  books  for  use  in  state  offi- 
Albany,  but  shall  be  subject  to  such  restrictions  and  penalties  as  may  borrow7 
be  prescribed  by  the  regents  for  the  safety  or  greater  usefulness  of  the 
library.  Others  shall  be  entitled  to  use  or  borrow  books  from  the  other 
library  only  on  such  conditions  as  the  regents  shall  prescribe.  borrowers. 

§  18  Book  appropriation.  The  treasurer  shall  pay  annually  toj*Jg°°fJJ“ 
the  regents,  on  warrant  of  the  controller,  $15,000  for  books,  serials  bookl  °r 
and  binding  for  the  state  library. 

§  19  Duplicate  department.  The  regents  shall  have  charge  of  charge  of 
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the  preparation,  publication  and  distribution,  whether  by  sale,  exchange 
or  gift,  of  the  colonial  history,  natural  history,  and  all  other  state  publi¬ 
cations  not  otherwise  assigned  by  law.  To  guard  against  waste  or  de¬ 
struction  of  state  publications,  and  to  provide  for  completion  of  sets  to 
be  permanently  preserved  in  American  and  foreign  libraries,  the  regents 
shall  maintain  a  duplicate  department  to  which  each  state  department, 
bureau,  board  or  commission  shall  send  not  less  than  five  copies  of  each 
of  its  publications  when  issued,  and  after  completing  its  distribution, 
any  remaining  copies  which  it  no  longer  requires.  The  above,  with  any 
other  publications  not  needed  in  the  state  library,  shall  be  the  duplicate 
department,  and  rules  for  sale,  exchange  or  distribution  from  it  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  regents,  who  shall  use  all  receipts  from  such  exchanges 
or  sales  for  expenses  and  for  increasing  the  state  library. 

§  20  Transfers  from  state  officers.  The  librarian  of  any  li¬ 
brary  owned  by  the  state,  or  the  officer  in  charge  of  any  state  depart¬ 
ment,  bureau,  board,  commission  or  other  office  may,  with  the  approval 
of  the  regents,  transfer  to  the  permanent  custody  of  the  state  library  or 
museum  any  books,  papers,  maps,  manuscripts,  specimens  or  other 
articles  which,  because  of  being  duplicates  or  for  other  reasons,  will  in 
his  judgment  be  more  useful  to  the  state  in  the  state  library  or  museum 
than  if  retained  in  his  keeping. 

§  21  Other  libraries  owned  by  the  state.  The  report  of  the 
state  library  to  the  legislature  shall  include  a  statement  of  the  total 
number  of  volumes  or  pamphlets,  the  number  added  during  the  year, 
with  a  summary  of  operations  and  conditions,  and  any  needed  recom¬ 
mendation  for  safety  or  usefulness  for  each  of  the  other  libraries  owned 
by  the  state,  the  custodian  of  which  shall  furnish  such  information  or 
facilities  for  inspection  as  the  regents  may  require  for  making  this  re¬ 
port.  Each  of  these  libraries  shall  be  under  the  sole  control  now  pro¬ 
vided  by  law,  but  for  the  annual  report  of  the  total  number  of  books 
owned  by  or  bought  each  year  by  the  state,  it  shall  be  considered  as  a 
branch  of  the  state  library  and  shall  be  entitled  to  any  facilities  for  ex¬ 
change  of  duplicates,  interlibrary  loans  or  other  privileges  properly 
accorded  to  a  branch. 

§  22  State  museum;  scientific  officers;  salaries.  Unless  other¬ 
wise  provided  by  law,  the  state  museum  shall  include  the  work  of  the  state 
geologist  and  paleontologist,  the  state  botanist  and  the  state  entomologist 
who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor  and  removeable  at  his  pleasure. 
The  salary  of  the  state  geologist  and  paleontologist  shall  be  $3600,  of  the 
state  botanist  $2000  and  of  the  state  entomologist  $2000.  They  and  their 
assistants  who  shall  be  appointed  by  them  shall  constitute  the  scientific 
staff  of  the  state  museum.  All  scientific  specimens  and  collections,  works 
of  art,  objects  of  historic  interest  and  similar  property  appropriate  to  a 
general  museum,  if  owned  by  the  state  and  not  placed  in  other  custody  by  a 
specific  law,  shall  constitute  the  state  museum,  and  one  of  its  officers  shall 
annually  inspect  all  such  property  not  kept  in  the  state  museum  rooms,  and 
the  annual  report  of  the  museum  to  the  legislature  shall  include  summa¬ 
ries  of  such  property,  with  its  location,  and  any  needed  recommendations 
as  to  its  safety  or  usefulness.  (As  amended  by  laws  of  1893,  ch.  488.) 

§  23  Collections  made  by  the  staff.  Any  scientific  collection 
made  by  a  member  of  the  museum  staff  during  his  term  of  office  shall, 
unless  otherwise  authorized  by  resolution  of  the  regents,  belong  to  the 
state  and  form  part  of  the  state  museum. 

§  24  Institutions  in  the  University.  The  institutions  of  the 
University  shall  include  all  institutions  of  higher  education  which  are 
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now  or  may  hereafter  be  incorporated  in  this  state,  and  such  other  libra-  fn0s^f 
ries,  museums  or  other  institutions  for  higher  education  as  may,  in  con-  uons  foi 
formity  with  the  ordinances  of  the  regents,  after  official  inspection,  be  education, 
admitted  to  or  incorporated  by  the  University.  The  regents  may  ex-  Regents 
elude  from  such  membership  any  institution  failing  to  comply  with  law  dJdefrom 
or  with  any  ordinance  or  rule  of  the  University.  member- 

§  25  Visitation  and  reports.  The  regents  or  their  committees  * 
or  officers  shall  visit,  examine  into  and  inspect  the  condition  and  ope- dons  to  be 
rations  of  every  institution  and  department  in  the  University,  and  re-jjfj^^ 
quire  of  each  an  annual  report  verified  by  oath  of  its  presiding  officer,  portan- 
and  giving  information  concerning  trustees,  faculty,  students,  instruc-  Sndef 
tion,  equipment,  methods,  and  operations,  with  such  other  information  oatk* 
and  in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  regents  who  shall  annually 
report  to  the  legislature  the  condition  of  the  University  and  of  each  of 
its  institutions  and  departments,  with  any  further  information  or  recom¬ 
mendations  which  they  shall  deem  it  desirable  to  submit;  and,  such 
parts  of  their  report  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  use  in  advance  of 
the  annual  volume,  may  be  printed  by  the  state  printer  as  bulletins. 

For  refusal  or  continued  neglect  on  the  part  of  any  institution  in  the  Suspension 
University  to  make  the  report  required  by  this  section,  or  for  violation  or  rights r 
of  any  law,  the  regents  may  suspend  the  charter  or  any  of  the  rights  {orrepfJtCt 
and  privileges  of  such  institution. 

§  26  Apportionment  of  state  money.  The  treasurer  shall  pay  ^cfof110 
annually,  on  warrant  of  the  controller,  $12,000  from  the  income  of  $106,000  ap< 
the  literature  fund,  $34,000  from  the  income  of  the  United  States  deposit  annuany.d 
fund,  and  $60,000  from  the  general  fund,  according  to  an  apportion¬ 
ment  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  academies  of  the  University  by 
the  regents  in  accordance  with  their  rules,  and  authenticated  by  their 
seal,  provided  that  the  said  $60,000  from  the  general  fund  shall  be  used  Restric- 
only  for  academic  departments  of  union  schools,  and  that  no  academy  Conditions 
shall  share  in  such  apportionment  unless  the  regents  shall  be  satisfied  of  sharing 
by  personal  inspection  by  one  of  their  officers,  the  necessary  expenses  ["oJSent. 
of  which  inspection  may  be  paid  out  of  said  money,  that  it  has  suitable 
provision  for  buildings,  furniture,  apparatus,  library  and  collections, 
and  has  complied  with  all  their  requirements;  and  provided  that  books, 
apparatus,  scientific  collections  or  other  educational  equipment  furnished  Grants 
by  the  state  or  bought  with  money  apportioned  from  state  funds  shall  retyrnf  ° 
be  subject  to  return  to  the  regents  whenever  the  charter  of  the  school 
shall  be  revoked  or  it  shall  discontinue  its  educational  operations. 

§  27  Charters.  The  regents  may,  by  an  instrument  under  their  Regents 
seal  and  recorded  in  their  office,  incorporate  any  university,  college,  may incor* 
academy,  library,  museum,  or  other  educational  institution,  under  such  educae-any 
name,  with  such  number  of  trustees  or  other  managers,  and  with  such  inst1’ 
powers,  privileges  and  duties,  and  subject  to  such  limitations  and 
restrictions  in  all  respects  as  the  regents  may  prescribe  in  conformity 
to  law.  , 

§  28  Provisional  charters.  On  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  re-Jjj^Jj 
gents  that  the  conditions  for  an  absolute  charter  will  be  met  within  a  provisions 
prescribed  time,  they  may  grant  a  provisional  charter  which  shall  be charters* 
replaced  by  an  absolute  charter  when  the  conditions  have  been  fully 
met;  otherwise,  after  the  specified  time,  on  notice  from  the  regents  to 
this  effect,  the  provisional  charter  shall  terminate  and  become  void  and 
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No  degrees,  shall  be  surrendered  to  the  regents.  No  such  provisional  charter  shall 
give  power  to  confer  degrees. 

§  29  Change  of  name  or  charter.  The  regents  may  at  any 

time,  for  sufficient  cause,  by  an  instrument  under  their  seal  and  recorded 
in  their  office,  change  the  name,  or  alter,  suspend  or  revoke  the  charter 
of  any  institution  chartered  by  the  regents  or  under  a  general  law;  pro¬ 
vided,  that  unless  on  unanimous  request  of  the  trustees  of  the  institution, 
no  name  shall  be  changed  and  no  charter  shall  be  altered,  nor  shall  any 
rights  or  privileges  thereunder  be  suspended  or  repealed  by  the  re¬ 
gents,  till  they  have  mailed  to  the  usual  address  of  every  trustee  of  the 
institution  concerned  at  least  30  days’  notice  of  a  hearing  when  any  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  proposed  change  will  be  considered,  and  till  ordered  by 
vote  at  a  meeting  of  the  regents  for  which  the  notices  have  specified 
that  action  is  to  be  taken  on  the  proposed  change. 

§  30  Dissolution  and  rechartering.  Under  like  restrictions 
the  regents  may  dissolve  any  such  educational  corporation,  whether 
with  or  without  a  capital  stock,  and  whether  incorporated  by  the  regents 
or  under  a  general  or  by  a  special  law,  and  make  such  disposition  of 
the  property  of  such  corporation  remaining  after  payment  of  its  debts 
and  liabilities  as  the  regents  shall  deem  just  and  equitable  and  best  pro¬ 
moting  public  interests.  The  regents  may  also,  after  a  similar  hearing, 
issue  to  any  such  educational  corporation  a  new  charter  which  shall 
take  the  place  in  all  respects  of  that  under  which  it  has  been  operating. 

§  31  Suspension  of  operations.  If  any  institution  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  shall  discontinue  its  educational  operations  without  cause  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  regents,  it  shall  surrender  its  charter  to  them,  subject, 
however,  to  restoration  whenever  arrangements  satisfactory  to  the  re¬ 
gents  are  made  for  resuming  its  work, 
degree-  ^or  §  32  Conditions  of  incorporation.  No  institution  shall  be  given 
conferring  power  to  confer  degrees  in  this  state  unless  it  shall  have  resources  of  at 
least  $500,000;  and  no  institution  for  higher  education  shall  be  incor¬ 
porated  without  suitable  provision,  approved  by  the  regents,  for  build¬ 
ings,  furniture,  educational  equipment  and  proper  maintenance.  No 
institution  shall  institute  or  have  any  faculty  or  department  of  higher 
education  in  any  place  or  be  given  power  to  confer  any  degree  not 
specifically  authorized  by  its  charter;  and  no  institution  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation  shall  be  incorporated  under  the  provisions  of  any  general  act 
authorizing  the  formation  of  a  corporation  without  grant  of  a  special 
charter  on  individual  application,  and  no  corporation  shall,  under 
general  act.  authority  of  any  general  act,  extend  its  business  to  include  establishing 
or  carrying  on  any  such  institution. 

§  33  Prohibitions.  No  individual,  association  or  corporation  not 
holding  university  or  college  degree-conferring  powers  by  special  char¬ 
ter  from  the  legislature  of  this  state  or  from  the  regents,  shall  confer 
any  degrees,  nor  after  January  1,  1893,  shall  transact  business  under, 
or  in  any  way  assume  the  name  university  or  college,  till  it  shall  have 
iege  or  uni-  received  from  the  regents  under  their  seal  written  permission  to  use  such 
versity.  name,  and  no  such  permission  shall  be  granted  by  the  regents,  except 
on  favorable  report  after  personal  inspection  ot  the  institution  by  an 
selling8™-  officer  of  the  University.  No  person  shall  buy,  sell  or  fraudulently  or 
tampering  illegally  make  or  alter,  give,  issue  or  obtain  any  diploma,  certificate,  or 
dentiais!”  other  instrument  purporting  to  confer  any  literary,  scientific,  professional 
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or  other  degree,  or  to  constitute  any  license,  or  to  certify  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  in  whole  or  in  part  of  any  course  of  study  in  any  university,  col¬ 
lege,  academy  or  other  educational  institution.  Nor  shall  any  person  Eaise^ 
with  intent  to  deceive,  falsely  represent  himself  to  have  received  any 
such  degree  or  credential.  Counterfeiting  or  falsely  or  without  author-  Counter- 
ity  making  or  altering  in  a  material  respect  any  such  credential  issued  altering01 
under  seal  shall  be  a  felony,  and  any  other  violation  of  this  section  shall  credentials 
be  a  misdemeanor  ;  and  any  person  who  aids  or  abets  another,  or  adver- a  e  °* y' 
tises  or  offers  himself  to  violate  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall  be 
liable  to  the  same  penalties. 

§  34  Powers  of  trustees  of  institutions  in  the  University. 

The  trustees  of  every  corporation  created  for  educational  purposes  and 
subject  to  visitation  by  the  regents,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  law 
or  by  its  charter,  may  : 

1  Number  and  quorum.  Fix  the  number  of  trustees,  which  Trustees  5 
shall  not  exceed  25,  nor  be  less  than  five.  If  any  institution  has  moret02S* 
than  five  trustees,  the  body  that  elects,  by  a  two*  thirds  vote  after  notice  Reducing 
of  the  proposed  action  in  the  call  for  a  meeting,  may  reduce  the  number  number* 
to  not  less  than  five  by  abolishing  the  office  of  any  trustee  which  is 
vacant  and  filing  in  the  regents’  office  a  certified  copy  of  the  action.  A 
majority  of  the  whole  number  shall  be  a  quorum. 

2  Executive  committee.  Elect  an  executive  committee  of  not  Not  less 
less  than  seven,  who,  in  intervals  between  meetings  of  the  trustees, than  7* 
may  transact  such  business  of  the  corporation  as  the  trustees  may  au-  Powers, 
thorize,  except  to  grant  degrees  or  to  make  removals  from  office. 

3  Meetings  and  seniority.  Meet  on  their  own  adjournment  or  Regular 
when  required  by  their  by-laws,  and  as  often  as  they  shall  be  summoned  meetings*1 
by  their  chairman,  or  in  his  absence  by  the  senior  trustee,  on  written 
request  of  three  trustees.  Seniority  shall  be  according  to  the  order  in  seniority 
which  the  trustees  are  named  in  the  charter  or  subsequently  elected.  as  elected. 
Notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  every  meeting  shall  be  mailed  not  less  5  to  10  days1 
than  five  nor  more  than  10  days  before  the  meeting  to  the  usual  ad-  Meetings 
dress  of  every  trustee. 

4  Vacancies  and  elections.  Fill  any  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Trustees 
office  of  any  trustee  by  electing  another  for  the  unexpired  term.  The  vacancies, 
office  of  any  trustee  shall  become  vacant  on  his  death,  resignation, 
refusal  to  act,  removal  from  office,  expiration  of  his  term,  or  any  other 

cause  specified  in  the  charter.  If  any  trustee  shall  fail  to  attend  three  Three  ab- 
consecutive  meetings  without  written  excuse  accepted  as  satisfactory  by  makeva- 
the  trustees  not  later  than  the  third  consecutive  meeting  from  which  hecancy. 
has  been  absent,  he  shall  be  deemed  to  have  resigned,  and  the  vacancy 
shall  be  filled.  Any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  trustee  continuing  for  more  Regents 
than  one  year,  or  any  vacancy  reducing  the  number  of  trustees  to  less  ™  rtain  va- 
than  two  thirds  of  the  full  number  may  be  filled  by  the  regents.  N°  women 
person  shall  be  ineligible  as  a  trustee  by  reason  of  sex.  eligible. 

5  Property  holding.  Take  and  hold  by  gift,  grant,  devise  or  Regents 
bequest  in  their  own  fight  or  in  trust  for  any  purpose  comprised  in  the  JSJg- 
objects  of  the  corporation,  such  additional  real  and  personal  property  holding 
beyond  such  as  shall  be  authorized  by  their  charter  or  by  special  or  beyond7 
general  statute,  as  the  regents  shall  authorize  within  one  year  after  the  [^rtter 
delivery  of  the  instrument  or  probate  of  the  will,  giving,  granting,  de-  imi ' 
vising  or  bequeathing  such  property  and  such  authority  given  by  the 
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regents  shall  make  any  such  gift,  grant,  devise  or  bequest  operative  and 
valid  in  law. 

6  Control  of  property.  Buy,  sell,  mortgage,  let  and  otherwise 
use  and  dispose  of  its  property  as  they  shall  deem  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  institution;  and  also  to  lend  or  deposit,  or  to  receive  as  a  gift, 
or  on  loan  or  deposit,  literary,  scientific  or  other  articles,  collections,  or 
property  pertaining  to  their  work;  and  such  gifts,  loans  or  deposits 
may  be  made  to  or  with  the  University  or  any  of  its  institutions  by  any 
person,  or  by  legal  vote  of  any  board  of  trustees,  corporation,  associ¬ 
ation  or  school  district,  and  any  such  transfer  of  property,  if  approved 
by  the  regents,  shall  during  its  continuance,  transfer  responsibility 
therefor  to  the  institution  receiving  it,  which  shall  also  be  entitled  to 
receive  any  money,  books  or  other  property  from  the  state  or  other 
sources  to  which  said  corporation,  association  or  district  would  have 
been  entitled  but  for  such  transfer. 

7  Officers  and  employees.  Appoint  and  fix  the  salaries  of  such 
officers  and  employees  ,as  they  shall  deem  necessary,  who,  unless  em¬ 
ployed  under  special  contract,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  trustees;  but  no  trustee  shall  receive  compensation  as  such. 

8  Removals  and  suspensions.  Remove  or  suspend  from  office 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  entire  board  any  trustee,  officer  or  em¬ 
ployee  engaged  under  special  contract,  on  examination  and  due  proof 
of  the  truth  of  a  written  complaint  by  any  trustee,  of  misconduct,  in¬ 
capacity  or  neglect  of  duty;  provided  that  at  least  one  week’s  previous 
notice  of  the  proposed  action  shall  have  been  given  to  the  accused  and 
to  each  trustee. 

9  Degrees  and  credentials.  Grant  such  degrees  and  honors  as 
are  specifically  authorized  by  their  charter,  and  in  testimony  thereof 
give  suitable  certificates  and  diplomas  under  their  seal;  and  every  cer¬ 
tificate  and  diploma  so  granted  shall  entitle  the  conferee  to  all  privileges 
and  immunities  which  by  usage  or  statute  are  allowed  for  similar  di¬ 
plomas  of  corresponding  grade  granted  by  any  institution  of  learning. 

10  Rules.  Make  all  by-laws,  ordinances  and  rules  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution  and  not  inconsistent  with  law 
or  any  ordinance  or  rule  of  the  University;  but  no  ordinance  or  rule  by 
which  more  than  a  majority  vote  shall  be  required  for  any  specified  ac¬ 
tion  by  the  trustees  shall  be  amended,  suspended  or  repealed  by  a 
smaller  vote  than  that  required  for  action  thereunder. 

§  35  Public  and  free  libraries  and  museums.  All  provisions 
of  §  35  to  51  shall  apply  equally  to  libraries,  museums,  and  to  com¬ 
bined  libraries  and  museums,  and  the  word  library  shall  be  construed 
to  include  reference  and  circulating  libraries  and  reading-rooms. 

§  36  Establishment.  By  majority  vote  at  any  election,  any  city, 
village,  town,  school  district,  or  other  body' authorized  to  levy  and  col¬ 
lect  taxes,  or  by  vote  of  its  common  council,  any  city,  or  by  vote  of  its 
trustees,  any  village,  may  establish  and  maintain  a  free  public  library, 
with  or  without  branches,  either  by  itself  or  in  connection  with  any 
other  body  authorized  to  maintain  such  library.  Whenever  25  taxpay¬ 
ers  shall  so  petition,  the  question  of  providing  library  facilities  shall  be 
voted  on  at  the  next  election  or  meeting  at  which  taxes  may  be  voted, 
provided  that  due  public  notice  shall  have  been  given  of  the  proposed 
action. 
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§  37  Subsidies.  By  similar  vote  money  may  be  granted  toward 
the  support  of  libraries  not  owned  by  the  public  but  maintained  for  its 
welfare  and  free  use;  provided,  that  such  libraries  shall  be  subject  to 
the  inspection  of  the  regents  and  registered  by  them  as  maintaining  a 
proper  standard,  that  the  regents  shall  certify  what  number  of  the  books 
circulated  are  of  such  a  character  as  to  merit  a  grant  of  public  moneys 
and  that  the  amount  granted  yearly  to  libraries  on  the  basis  of  circula¬ 
tion  shall  not  exceed  io  cents  for  each  volume  of  the  circulation  thus 
certified  by  the  regents. 

§  38  Taxes.  Taxes,  in  addition  to  those  otherwise  authorized, 
may  be  voted  by  any  authority  named  in  §  36  and  for  any  purpose  speci¬ 
fied  in  §  36  and  37,  and  shall,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  such 
vote,  be  considered  as  annual  appropriations  therefor  till  changed  by 
further  vote,  and  shall  be  levied  and  collected  yearly,  or  as  directed,  as 
are  other  general  taxes;  and  all  money  received  from  taxes  or  other 
general  sources  for  such  library  shall  be  kept  as  a  separate  library  fund 
and  expended  only  under  direction  of  the  library  trustees  on  properly 
authenticated  vouchers. 

§39  Trustees.  Such  libraries  shall  be  managed  by  trustees  who 
shall  have  all  the  powers  of  trustees  of  other  educational  institutions 
of  the  University  as  defined  in  this  act;  provided,  unless  otherwise 
specified  in  the  charter,  that  the  number  of  trustees  shall  be  five;  that 
they  shall  be  elected  by  the  legal  voters,  except  that  in  cities  they  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  mayor  with  the  consent  of  the  common  council, 
from  citizens  of  recognized  fitness  for  such  position;  that  the  first  trus¬ 
tees  determine  by  lot  whose  term  of  office  shall  expire  each  year  and 
that  a  new  trustee  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  annually  to  serve  for 
five  years. 

§  40  Incorporation.  Within  one  month  after  taking  office,  the 
first  board  of  trustees  shall  apply  to  the  regents  for  a  charter  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  vote  establishing  the  library. 

§  41  Reports.  Every  library  or  museum  which  receives  state  aid 
or  enjoys  any  exemption  from  taxation  or  other  privilege  not  usually 
accorded  to  business  corporations  shall  make  the  report  required  by 
§  25  of  this  act,  and  such  report  shall  relieve  the  institution  from  making 
any  report  now  required  by  statute  or  charter  to  be  made  to  the  legis¬ 
lature,  or  to  any  department,  court  or  other  authority  of  the  state. 
These  reports  shall  be  summarized  and  transmitted  to  the  legislature  by 
the  regents  with  the  annual  reports  of  the  state  library  and  state 
museum. 

§  42  Use.*  Every  library  established  under  this  act  shall  be  forever 
free  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  locality  which  establishes  it,  subject  always 
to  rules  of  the  library  trustees,  who  shall  have  authority  to  exclude  any 
person  who  wilfully  violates  such  rules;  and  the  trustees  may,  under 
such  conditions  as  they  think  expedient,  extend  the  privileges  of  the 
library  to  persons  living  outside  such  locality. 

§  43  Injuries  to  property.  Whoever  intentionally  injures,  defaces 
or  destroys  any  property  belonging  to  or  deposited  in  any  incorporated 
library,  reading-room,  museum,  or  other  educational  institution,  shall 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  a  state  prison  for  not  more  than  three 
.years,  or  in  a  county  jail  for  not  more  than  one  year,  or  by  a  fine  of  not 
more  than  $500,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 


Non-public 
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be  kept 
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§  44  Detention.  Whoever  wilfully  detains  any  book,  newspaper, 
magazine,  pamphlet,  manuscript  or  other  property  belonging  to  any 
public  or  incorporated  library,  reading-room,  museum  or  other  educa¬ 
tional  institution,  for  30  days  after  notice  in  writing  to  return  the  same, 
given  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  which  by  the  rules  of  such  insti¬ 
tution,  such  article  or  other  property  may  be  kept,  shall  be  punished  by 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  $25,  or  by  imprisonment  in 
the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months,  and  the  said  notice  shall  bear  on  its 
face  a  copy  of  this  section. 

§  45  Transfer  of  libraries.  Any  corporation,  association,  school 
district  or  combination  of  districts  may,  by  legal  vote  duly  approved 
by  the  regents,  transfer  the  ownership  and  control  of  its  library,  with 
all  its  appurtenances  to  any  public  library  in  the  University,  and  there¬ 
after  said  public  library  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  money,  books 
or  other  property  from  the  state  or  other  sources,  to  which  said  corpo¬ 
ration,  association  or  district  would  have  been  entitled  but  for  such 
transfer,  and  the  trustees  or  body  making  the  transfer  shall  thereafter 
be  relieved  of  all  responsibility  pertaining  to  property  thus  transferred. 

§  46  Local  neglect.  If  the  local  authorities  of  any  library  sup¬ 
ported  wholly  or  in  part  by  state  money,  fail  to  provide  for  the  safety 
and  public  usefulness  of  its  books,  the  regents  shall  in  writing  notify 
the  trustees  of  said  library  what  is  necessary  to  meet  the  state's  require¬ 
ments,  and  on  such  notice  all  its  rights  to  further  grants  of  money  or 
books  from  the  state  shall  be  suspended  until  the  regents  certify  that 
the  requirements  have  been  met;  and  if  said  trustees  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  comply  with  such  requirements  within  60  days  after  service 
of  such  notice,  the  regents  may  remove  them  from  office  and  thereafter 
all  books  and  other  library  property  wholly  or  in  part  paid  for  from 
state  money  shall  be  under  the  full  and  direct  control  of  the  regents 
who,  as  shall  seem  best  for  public  interests,  may  appoint  new  trustees 
to  carry  on  the  library,  or  may  store  it  or  distribute  its  books  to  other 
libraries. 

§  47  Loans  of  books  from  State.  Under  such  rules  as  the  re¬ 
gents  may  prescribe,  they  may  lend  from  the  state  library,  duplicate 
department,  or  from  books  specially  given  or  bought  for  this  purpose, 
selections  of  books  for  a  limited  time  to  any  public  library  in  this  state 
under  visitation  of  the  regents,  or  to  any  community  not  yet  having 
established  such  library,  but  which  has  conformed  to  the  conditions 
required  for  such  loans. 

§  48  Advice  and  instruction  from  state  library  officers.  The 

trustees  or  librarian  or  any  citizen  interested  in  any  public  library  in 
this  state  shall  be  entitled  to  ask  from  the  officers  of  the  state  library 
any  needed  advice  or  instruction  as  to  a  library  building,  furniture  and 
equipment,  government  and  service,  rules  for  readers,  selecting,  buying, 
cataloguing,  shelving,  lending  books,  or  any  other  matter  pertaining  to 
the  establishment,  reorganization  or  administration  of  a  public  library. 
The  regents  may  provide  for  giving  such  advice  and  instruction  either 
personally  or  through  printed  matter  and  correspondence,  either  by  the 
state  library  staff  or  by  a  library  commission  of  competent  experts  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  regents  to  serve  without  salary.  The  regents  may,  on 
request,  select  or  buy  books,  or  furnish  instead  of  money  apportioned, 
or  may  make  exchanges  and  loans  through  the  duplicate  department  of 
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the  state  library.  Such  assistance  shall  be  free  to  residents  of  this  state 
as  far  as  practicable,  but  the  regents  may,  in  their  discretion,  charge  a  Fees  for 
proper  fee  to  non-residents  or  for  assistance  of  a  personal  nature  or  for  certain 
other  reason  not  properly  an  expense  to  the  state,  but  which  may  be  Lases' 
authorized  for  the  accommodation  of  users  of  the  library. 

§  49  Use  of  fees  and  fines.  The  regents  may  use  receipts  from  Receipts  to 
fees,  fines,  gifts  from  private  sources,  or  sale  of  regents’  bulletins  and  exposes.01 
similar  printed  matter,  for  buying  books  or  for  any  other  proper  ex¬ 
penses  of  carrying  on  their  work. 

§50  Apportionment  of  public  library  money.  Such  sum  as  state  aid 
shall  have  been  appropriated  by  the  legislature  as  public  library  money  jJarfes.11" 
shall  be  paid  annually  by  the  treasurer,  on  the  warrant  of  the  con¬ 
troller,  from  the  income  of  the  United  States  deposit  fund,  according 
to  an  apportionment  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  free  libraries  by  the 
regents  in  accordance  with  their  rules  and  authenticated  by  their  seal ; Condltlons- 
provided  that  none  of  this  money  shall  be  spent  for  books  except  those  Books  to 
approved  or  selected  and  furnished  by  the  regents  ;  that  no  locality  proved, 
shall  share  in  the  apportionment  unless  it  shall  raise  and  use  for  the  Equal 
same  purpose  not  less  than  an  equal  amount  from  taxation  or  other  f^^ioca! 
local  sources ;  that  for  any  part  of  the  apportionment  not  payable  di-  sources, 
rectly  to  the  library  trustees  the  regents  shall  file  with  the  controller 
proper  vouchers  showing  that  it  has  been  spent  in  accordance  with  law 
exclusively  for  books  for  free  libraries  or  for  proper  expenses  incurred 
for  their  benefit  ;  and  that  books  paid  for  by  the  state  shall  be  subject  ^grants, 
to  return  to  the  regents  whenever  the  library  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
conform  to  the  ordinances  under  which  it  secured  them. 

§  5 1  Abolition.  Any  library  established  under  this  act  may  be  Abolish 
abolished  only  by  a  majority  vote  at  a  regular  annual  election,  ratified  majority 
by  a  majority  vote  at  the  next  annual  election.  If  any  such  library  is  J°ccessive° 
abolished  its  property  shall  be  used  first  to  return  to  the  regents,  for  the  elections, 
benefit  of  other  public  libraries  in  that  locality,  the  equivalent  of  such 
sums  as  it  may  have  received  from  the  state  or  from  other  sources  as 
gifts  for  public  use.  After  such  return  any  remaining  property  may  be 
used  as  directed  in  the  vote  abolishing  the  library  ;  but  if  the  entire  property, 
library  property  does  not  exceed  in  value  the  amount  of  such  gifts  it  may 
be  transferred  to  the  regents  for  public  use,  and  the  trustees  shall  there- 
upon  be  freed  from  further  responsibility.  No  abolition  of  a  public  certificate 
library  shall  be  lawful  till  the  regents  grant  a  certificate  that  its  assets  necessafy 
have  been  properly  distributed  and  its  abolition  completed  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  law. 

§52  Laws  repealed.  Of  the  laws  enumerated  in  the  schedule J^ed"6* 
hereto  annexed  that  portion  specified  in  the  last  column  is  repealed. 

§  53  Saving  clause.  The  repeal  of  a  law  or  any  part  of  it  by  this  R^aknot 
act  shall  not  affect  or  impair  any  act  done  or  right  accruing,  accrued  or  action, air 
acquired,  or  liability,  penalty,  forfeiture,  or  punishment  incurred  prior  right^lia- 
to  such  repeal,  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  law  so  repealed,  but  the  same  unities,  etc 
may  be  asserted,  enforced,  prosecuted,  or  inflicted  as  fully  and  to  the 
same  extent  as  if  such  law  had  not  been  repealed  ;  and  all  actions  and 
proceedings,  civil  or  criminal,  commenced  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  laws 
so  repealed  and  pending  at  the  time  of  such  repeal,  may  be  prosecuted 
•and  defended  to  final  effect  in  the  same  manner  as  they  might  under  the 
laws  then  existing,  unless  it  shall  be  otherwise  specially  provided  by  law. 
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Continua¬ 
tion,  not 
new  enact¬ 
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Revival. 


References. 


§  54  Construction.  The  provisions  of  this  act,  so  far  as  they  are 
substantially  the  same  as  those  of  the  laws  herein  repealed,  shall  be  con¬ 
strued  as  a  continuation  of  such  laws,  modified  or  amended  according  to 
the  language  employed  in  this  act,  and  not  as  new  enactments.  Repeals 
in  this  act  shall  not  revive  any  law  repealed  by  any  law  hereby  repealed, 
but  shall  include  all  laws  amendatory  of  the  laws  hereby  repealed. 
References  in  laws  not  repealed  to  provisions  of  law  incorporated  in 
this  chapter  and  repealed  shall  be  construed  as  applying  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  so  incorporated.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  re¬ 
peal  any  provision  of  the  criminal  or  penal  code. 

§  55  To  take  effect.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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SCHOOL  LIBRARY  LAW 

Laws  of  New  York ,  1892,  ch.  573 

AN  ACT  for  the  encouragement  of  common  school  and  public  libraries. 

Approved  by  the  Governor  May  14,  1892.  Passed,  three  fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly ,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1  So  much  of  the  school  library  money  as  shall  be  needed  for  that  state 
purpose  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  cities  and  school  dis-  portions’ 
tricts  by  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  who  may,  so  far  ruitsmfores 
as  consistent  with  law,  make,  alter  or  repeal  any  rules  that  he  may  deem  using 
proper  for  regulating  the  expenditure  of  the  school  library  money  and  fj^ary 
the  administration  and  care  of  school  libraries  established  or  maintained  money, 
under  authority  of  this  act;  provided  that  no  portion  of  the  school 
library  money  shall  be  expended  except  for  books  approved  by  the  said  Approved 
superintendent.  Said  school  libraries  shall  consist  of  reference  books  books' 
for  use  in  the  school  room,  suitable  supplementary  reading  books  for  Kinds  of 
children,  or  books  relating  to  branches  of  study  being  pursued  in  the  b(?I!?^|(5)re' 
school  and  pedagogic  books  as  aids  to  teachers.  And  no  city  or  school  c 
district  shall  share  in  the  apportionment  unless  it  shall  raise  and  use  for  Locality 
the  same  purpose  an  equal  amount  from  taxation  or  other  local  sources  equal 
and  shall  also  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  superintendent  as  to  amount- 
the  care  of  such  libraries  and  otherwise. 

§  2  The  school  library  shall  be  a  part  of  the  school  equipment  and  Library  to 
shall  be  kept  in  the  school  building  at  all  times,  and  shall  not  be  used  school1  m 
as  a  circulating  library  except  that  so  far  as  the  rules  fixed  by  the  state  building 
superintendent  shall  allow,  teachers  and  school  officers  or  pupils,  with 
the  leave  of  the  librarian,  may  borrow  from  said  library  any  book  not  Limited 
needed  for  reference  in  the  school  room,  but  such  persons  shall  not  loans, 
borrow  more  than  one  volume  at  a  time  and  shall  not  keep  the  same 
more  than  two  weeks.  The  board  of  education  or  trustees  shall  ap-  Librarian 
point  a  teacher  of  the  schools  under  their  charge  as  librarian,  who  fb0°men 
with  the  trustees  shall  be  responsible  for  the  safety  and  proper  care  of  teachers, 
the  books  and  shall  annually  and  whenever  required,  make  such  reports  Estate* rt 
concerning  the  library  as  the  state  superintendent  may  direct.  sup’t. 

§  3  All  existing  provisions  of  law  and  rules  established  by  the  super-  Existing 
intendent  of  public  instruction  for  the  management  of  district  libraries 
shall  hold  good  as  to  the  management  of  school  libraries  till  altered  by 
or  in  pursuance  of  law. 

§  4  Each  city  and  school  district  in  the  state  is  hereby  authorized  to  Money 
raise  moneys  by  tax  in  the  same  manner  as  other  school  moneys  are  J£fs^d 
raised  or  to  receive  moneys  by  gift  or  devise,  for  starting  or  extending  tax. 
or  caring  for  the  school  library. 

§  5  Any  board  of  education  in  any  city  or  union  free  school  district  or  District 
any  duly  constituted  meeting  in  any  other  district  is  hereby  authorized  bbryries 
to  give  any  or  all  of  its  books  or  other  library  property  to  any  township  transfer 
or  other  free  public  library  under  state  supervision,  or  to  aid  in  estab-  f0rfreety 
fishing  such  free  public  library  provided  it  is  free  to  the  people  of  such  ggjjjjc 
city  or  district.  A  receipt  from  the  officers  of  the  said  free  public  library  regents 
and  an  approval  of  the  transfer  under  seal  by  the  regents  of  the  University  aPProve 
shall  forever  thereafter  relieve  the  said  school  authorities  of  further  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  said  library  and  property  so  transferred. 

§  6  Any  books  or  other  library  property  belonging  to  any  district  library,  Aban- 
and  which  have  not  been  in  direct  charge  of  a  librarian  duly  appointed  district 
within  one  year,  may  be  taken  and  shall  thereafter  be  owned  by  any  public  ^ary 
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library  under  state  supervision  which  has  received  from  the  regents  of  the 
University  written  permission  to  collect  such  books  or  library  property, 
and  to  administer  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  public;  provided  that 
said  books  or  other  library  property  shall  be  found  in  the  territory  for 
which  such  public  library  is  maintained,  as  defined  in  its  charter  or  in 
the  permission  granted  by  the  regents;  and  further  provided  that  on 
written  request  of  the  school  authorities  any  dictionaries,  cyclopedias  and 
pedagogic  books  shall  be  placed  in  the  school  library  of  the  district  to 
which  such  books  originally  belonged.  Any  person,  association  or  cor¬ 
poration  having  possession  of  books  or  other  property  belonging  to  any 
school,  district  or  other  public  library,  except  books  regularly  borrowed 
and  charged  for  a  period  not  yet  expired,  shall  deliver  the  same  within  one 
month  from  the  passage  of  this  law  to  the  legally  appointed  librarian  of 
such  library,  or  of  the  free  public  library,  duly  authorized  to  take  the 
same  as  provided  in  this  section,  and  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  comply 
with  this  provision  shall  be  a  misdemeanor. 

§  7  The  public  shall  not  be  entitled  to  use  any  library,  now  or  hereafter  in 
the  custody  of  the  school  authorities,  but  said  authorities  may  appoint  three 
trustees  who  shall  have  the  powers,  duties  and  responsibilities  of  trustees  of 
public  libraries  incorporated  by  the  regents,  and  thereafter  the  school  au¬ 
thorities  may  transfer  to  the  custody  of  said  trustees  for  the  purposes  of  a 
circulating  library  any  of  their  library  property  as  provided  in  §  5. 

§  8  The  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  is  hereby  authorized 
to  withhold  its  share  of  public  school  moneys  from  any  city  or  district 
which  uses  school  library  moneys  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for 
which  they  are  provided,  or  for  any  wilful  neglect  or  disobedience  of  the 
law  or  the  rules  or  orders  of  said  superintendent  in  the  premises. 

§  9  The  sum  of  $55,000  directed  to  be  distributed  to  the  several  cities 
and  school  districts  of  the  state  by  §  4  of  chapter  237  of  the  laws  of  1838, 
shall  continue  to  be  appropriated  and  shall  be  known  as  school  library 
moneys  and  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  formation 
or  extension  of  common  school  libraries. 

§  10  For  the  fiscal  year  beginning  October  1,  1892,  but  not  thereafter, 
out  of  said  $55,000,  school  library  money,  there  shall  be  paid  $25,000  for 
public  library  money,  and  said  $25,000  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  on 
the  warrant  of  the  controller,  according  to  an  apportionment  to  be  made 
for  the  benefit  of  free  libraries  by  the  regents  in  accordance  with  their  rules 
and  authenticated  by  the  University  seal;  provided  that  none  of  this 
money  shall  be  spent  for  books  except  those  approved  or  selected  and  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  regents;  that  no  locality  shall  share  in  the  apportionment  un¬ 
less  it  shall  raise  for  the  same  purpose  not  less  than  an  equal  amount  from 
taxtion  or  other  local  sources;  that  for  any  part  of  the  apportionment  not 
payable  directly  to  the  library  trustees  the  regents  shall  file  with  the  con¬ 
troller  proper  vouchers  showing  that  it  has  been  spent  in  accordance  with 
law  exclusively  for  books  for  free  public  libraries  or  for  proper  expenses 
incurred  for  their  benefit;  and  that  books  paid  for  by  the  state  shall  be 
subject  to  return  to  the  regents  whenever  the  library  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  conform  to  the  ordinances  under  which  it  secured  them. 

§  11  Section  4,  chapter  237  of  the  laws  of  1838  is  hereby  repealed, 
and  §  1-9  of  this  act  are  hereby  substituted  for  title  8,  of  chapter  555 
of  the  laws  of  1864,  which  said  title  8  is  hereby  repealed;  and  all  other 
acts  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  are,  so 
far  as  they  are  so  inconsistent,  hereby  repealed. 

§  12  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


